^cce — Genaculum!' 
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fflext: ■ ' : . id wherever he shall go in, say to the owner of the house, 

ister saith, Where is the , 'here I shall eat 

the passover with my disciples?" 

a^-iptnre: Mark 14:12-16 

In dealing with our theme for Lent, we have used place.:- b e object of 
our sermons for each service. it we are going to deal with a thing and 
not a place. The thing in question is the very familiar Upper .loom. However, 
in : :o prolong the suspense a little, I have identified it as 

iaculum." This is what the name of the room in which Jesus ate the Last 
per has come to be known as. It is an eating room of a Roman house in 
ich the "Cena" or supper, or latest meal was taken. The room in which 
Jesus ate the Last Supper can be found today dm the first floor of the Mosque 
En aud in Jerupak . ind it is calle Jenacle, or tenaculum. 
There is a certain amount of intrigue involved in this story of Jesus securing 
the Upper Room for the last meal. ..'hen we realize that people were out to 

Jesus and •nteiy aware of it as well, we can see that this 

plot does justice to a mystery novel. 

realize of course a in Jer . to celebrate the Passover, 

and His disciples remind :' of this and ask Him where they should make the 
necessary preparations. So He sends two of them into the city looking for 
a man carrying a water jar. How this may seem like an impossible task to 
look for a man carrying a water jar on ' in all of the mob that must 

have filled Jerusalem. But when we realize ths of water was 

considered womens work, and no self-respecting man would normally con3ider 
carryi iter jar, then we realize that it became a very simple task to 
go to a certain place and to look for a man with a water jar on his head. 
And this they did. But we must also look at it from the angle that Jesus 
must have pre-arranged this meeting atoifcix with this man. Jesus was not 
. ; to do things hap-hazardly and especially in these last days. He had 
very deliberately planned His moves and it is an almost certain^ b He 
wanted to eat this one last meal with them. Luke's Gospel tells us that His 
words at t ;inning of the meal were, - -ire I have desired to eat 



-2- 
Passover with you before . 'his would mean then that He had deliber- 

ly brought them to this time and this mome te could share these 
final intimacies wit': .. It was also a Jewish custom that pilgrims coming 
to Jerusalem could ask a mer for the use of a room for the . T east. It 

also customary for Rabbi's to use a room to eat this meal with his pupils, 
vre were many of these rooms built on top of houses and kept primarily for 
this purpose. They had a stairway going up the outside, so it did not dis- 
turb the homeowner when the guests arrived or depart 

,,o the discip"' e instructed that after they had local: . man carrying 
the water jar, they were to follow him to his destination, and then to inquire 
where the guest room was. Che password seems to have been, "The Master saith , 
where is the guest room where I shall eat the passover with my disciples?" 
Ls type of asking also lends itself to the thought that these plans were 
pew-arrangw 1. 

;onsider this story isn't it rather ironic re two sepa- 

rate and distinct times that Jesus arrived in stEEHsaiEisxxxHK]!! a tovm that 
was filled to capacity, and the two results -/ere alike and yet were dissimilar. 

first time was when Jesus was being carried inside ?Iis mother an " 
arrived in ethlehem and there wasn't a place for Him to be born properly. 

The -;econd of course was Hid arrival in Jerusalem for the iassover and there 

Upon 
was room for im. His arrival into the worl ; was no room for Him. 

3ut before His departure from this world, ro. found for Him. 

isn't it?, that when lie arrived as a King, fefes no decent quarters could be 

found for i . tit when arted this life, He was treated like a criminal 

and provided with a good last meal? 

John tells us in the boo 1 - of jvelation that Jesus says, "Behold I stand at the 

door and knock; if any man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in 

him, and 3up with him ar i s." This is the invitation that 
he extended to th • whoever he may have been. is the in- 

vitation He is extending to each of us. .9 have partaken of that supper, 
and have in actuality supped witl i . ufc have ' ily now : our 






■i j't our pnechal lainb has been sacrificed. 

erefore, celebrate , the 

olfl leaven of malice and evil, he in leaven 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Butler, Pennsylvania 
Maunpv Thursday March 2J t (975 

The Rev. Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs, Eugene Stephenson - Organist 
Mr. Ralph Cooper - Choi* Director 
Paula Stephenson, Nancy Link - Acolytes 



ORDER OF WORSHIP- HOLY COMMUNION ~7;30 
Prelupe Music: "Liec 11 Deither 

"Deliver Me* Faure 

*PftOCE6-Sl9WAL HYMN 22] %1Y FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE 11 

•Ascription - Choral Amen 

*Call to Worship 

" Invocat ion 

*Call to Communion - Page ^,2 

*Euchartsti c Prayer Institution + Agnus Dei 

The Holy Communion (Please retain elements until 
all are servep) 
Thayer of Thanksgiving 
*Doj»olosy 

Scripture'- Mark \k'. 1-16 

Hymn No. 1 U5 "Tis midnight: anp on Olive's nRow" 

Offer * ng 

OffertoRV "AfAGlo" Liszt 

Anthem; "Gethsemane 11 Rogers - Solo-Vqn Maloney 

Sermon: "P(ece Bv Piece - Cenaculum!" 

Prayer anp Lo»nfg Prayer 
*Hvmn No. ??S "0 Love: that WJUT not let me go" 
•Benediction anp Three FoLn Amen 
*Postluhe "Via Dolorosa" Battmann 

------* *congregati on stamping -------- 

The Elpfrs ANr- Deacons will serve Communion an^ WILL. 

ALSO SERVE A3 USHFRS. 

*^>G00D FRIDAY SERVICE - 7:30 P.W, - Holv Communion (Pew) 
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b Y0U ARE INVITEfl TO THE UUPERCROFT FOR A FELLOWSHIP 

Hour with our New IVeMn.ET*B ou-R Honor Guests. The CONGREGA- 
TION IS INVITED AMP ALL THOSE WORSHIPPING WITH OS THIS 
■"VEN : Mb. 



■■ 
invite all Christians, regarplesb c-f penominatton 
to partake of the Lorh's supper with us. Please 
fill out a Communion carp so that our Church's 

BECORP WILL "-E ACCURATE. If VISITORS P£S I RE TO 
RECE I VE CRE1IT AT THE I R HOME CHURCHj PUT THE NAMES 
ANP AP^RESS OF FlTHFfl VC-UR FaSTOR OR YOUR ChUPCH ON 

the pack of the carp anp it will ie fohwarpefi. 

The Youth are saving emp»y paper towel an^ toilet 

paper holls. 
The Youth also have a r isplav of Stationary in the 

hack of the Church - orpeh can he taken or write 

your name on the slip - see Pam Fry or Paula 

Stephenson, 

Mrs. Jane Andrews wouL^ like to thank all those that 
sent carps, flowers anp askep player, an" especially 
for all of Rev. Link's visits purine her recent 
stay in the hospital. 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, Easter brings to mjnp 
the tenperest anp most meaningful associations of 

THE YEAR, It IS A TIME FOR OUIET REFLECTION. Let 
US THINK OF OUR "EAR ONES WHO HAVE GONE ON riUT *HO 
HAVE NOT LEFT US, WHOM WE «"|LL MEeT AGAIN. ANn LET 

ue think of Jesus, who tells us apout the immortality 
of life. We thank Thee for all the thoughts which 
Easter evokes. How grateful we are for the faith 
taught us fv Jesus Christ our Lorp, that necauBE 
He lives, v<e shall live also, anh that somepay, 
somewhere, somehow, we shall meet our lovep. ones 
again and know them anp l«ve them, anp never pie 
seferatep from them anymore. This is the faith 
df Easter Day* p|MC it closely and securely to our 
hearts ann therepy ~-r i ng us comfort anp peace anp 
joy in the kno"'le n ge that life triumphs over death. 
Through Jesus Christ ouh Lorp. Amen. 



"Piece By liece — Cenaculum!" 



Text: ilark 14:14, 



"And wherever he shall r^o in. sa y 
"p J^ag- owner ?-" fcjie houagj. Hh"e" ~ 

■ :a3>or aa ^thj i ''. ^ere is the guest 

_ ov e rwi th my discipl e s i- 



Lent>""Cheme plac 
lonite a thing 

Up-. Rm now called CEMACULtM, or CENACLE 
It in Jeru in Mosque 1st" floor 
It eating; room, or latest zhhbs meal taken 
Intrigue surround Js secure room 
juestion by discips 
.73 15 sends two on errand 
mean and water jars 
V.s 14 j question homwowner ( 
swords , prearranged plan 
Js did not operate hap-hazardl.; 
Luke" sa; T 3 , !With desire, I have desired to eat 
Leliberately brot to ti ace 4 i 
Jewish custom ask householder 4 use of house 
. " Rabbi's meet with disciples 
nstructibn of house 
TEXT vs 14 
Ironic 2 arrivals Js, similar yet dissimi] 
1st 3ethlehem no room 
2nd Jerusalem room 
first as King no room 
second as 'criminal room 8: last meal 
Jn in ilev. 



.-'I d 1 stand at doo 

ig~" voce's '■ oj-on the door 



:; if an; 



! ■ invite 

tut it n 




11 any 
"he 






wltl 

Te" extend 2 kxxkh householder whoever B 
ea us ' 
- have 
But have we truly opened selves 2 Him completely? 
Tendency always 4 anyl 2 enter relationship Js Xp 
on' limited basis 

e want Sim 3 part us, yet want certain part 3 ou] 
2 have little private sector He no touch 
But if we tru discips it mean ope self all way 2 
All we hen 
" " " physical lives is His 
" " " spiritual gifts His as well 
(IL^istration Prancis Havergs Wi) 

i season penitence ,& espec this nite He begin 
suffer aannnot we Ik suff Sarv fell twinge He die 4 
us? Cannot we say this nite, "Guest rm may su 

reiresh here my hart Lors Js.. Enter & 3 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



